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THE CAPTURE OF NEW ORLEANS.
The Reconnoissance and Pre-
parations for the Bombard-
ment of the Forts.
The Passagze of the Union War
Vessels Over the Bar at the
Mouth of the Mississippl.
Opening the Ball by Commedors Porter

with His Mortar Fleet.

TUE GUNBOATS SUPPORTING HIM.

A A
»

The Flank Movement of
Mzjor General Butler.

The Mississippi Squadrom and
Its Commanders,

| T &d,

&y

The United Stales steamer Coabecticat, Commander
Maxwell Woodhull, (fom ths blockading squadron, arriv-
od at Wia port yesterday meraing, bringieg the malls snd
about two hundred siek and woundsd seamen from the
warious sbhipe of the blockading squadron. BShe also
brought several refugess from Texpe, who were taken
from Matainores by the Uniled States guubost Moat.
gomary.

The Connecticut leftl the Southwest Pass April 12, The
shipa of the expedition to New Orleans were all juside the
posses, and were makiuvg preparations to move. Thay
bind their docks sanded, and were all ready for action,
Tha crows of the ships along the coast are all io very gooil
Boalth,

Tuo foilowing are the passengers by the Cougectiout—

W. H. Gludding, H. L. Oloutt, H. B, Jeoks, G, N. Hood,

7. A. Darling, F. Duvis, 8. W. Patterson, J. 8. Pardee, J.
D. Robertsou, C. J. Culbertdoa, Thos. Wuldeu, Heury

. m;lu,ﬂ. H., L, Chas, Dosaroes, Wre. W. Palten, F, I,
ite

, K Boolh.j. A. Grady, N. W, Dualap, Lietitenamt
1. G. Fox, Major Paine, Geo. E. Welah, and aboul 130
Bivk and woundsd seamen and seldiors,
The followiog are the names of (he roliges: —
Dr &, Larued, Thos. Moliride, Henry Cornlog, Wm.
Robetsan, Martn Sharp, Timolby Crosin,Leon Tall-
mans

Our Navaol Correspondence.
Ustrap Starss GUssoar Wixoxa,
Mmsisary Rovm, March 11, 1862,

The Relel Stegmers ia Sight—Call o Action—They Ias
by withowd OfFferieg to Pighi—The Men Sleep on Theiv
Arms, dc. ¢
This morning Capd. Ball and your correspondent inok

D their quarters on board of Lhe Winoua, Capt, Nichuis,

Ior-tha purpese of visiting poinis of fnterest up the river.

Previous (o our starting for the head of the pasies, we

made several soundings on the bar; after which we weat

ap, steaming againet s five kuol curront a4 a flne rate

Just a5 we arrived at the head of the passes the Kineo

#ignalized to the Eennebeck thal the enemy was In sight

aad o prepare for tastle. PFighiing fever ran high, aod

Bbo satlors were ia ecstagies when ihey wore calied to

quartors. The guna were cast loose in & momeut, and

%ide arma quickTy put on, and we wero ready. Captaiu

Bell ordersd the ships in_ line of baisls, a0d then sum®

moned the sommanders §0 ropair on board to reeeiv=

their jostructions. As it was goitc late o the day it
was defmed advisable to anchor in a ding poat-

touching only oncs, passing over the bar in_sahly, and
up aluogside of the Brookiyn; thenoe up the river, snd lo
an anchorage off Pilot Town, whers we aschored abouk
Bvoo'ciock. To Mr. Halior is dus the major portion of
the oredit of the safe and speedy pilotage of two haavy
first olast sloam sloops-of-war. The flag oflosr was
highly dalignted with Me, Halter's skill and ugofilnoss
aud bas udvised the Navy Deparimont and the Coast
Burvoy of his appreciation of the services rondered. Af.
tor anchoring we loadod our guns with shell and sst sot
watchios, Two of onr broadside guns have bean remov.
od forward; ooe of them ls now looking out of the port
bridle port up che river, Our watch on deck sra armed
and the lookouta doubled, and evoryiling ready to re”
onive the rebols in due and proper form,

Piuog Tows, March 14, 1862,
An Hepedition—The Slars and Stripes Ware Over Pilok

Twon—The Deslate Appearance of the Town—Sioich of

the Ilage=The Hariford Dismanilei—Ths Rebol Plasi—

Their Numes and Strength—1Ihe Rasoally Usage of the

Pitots by the Rebads, dic. , dio,

This morning, st hall.paat four o'clock, Lisulenanl A
Kaats, Captaln Broome, yodr correspondsnt and thirty mae
rines, with one armod boat's crew, embarksed in the barge
and Lhird cutter and woak on sliore to take possession of
the sown aod holst the Stars and Stripes. Pulling up the
liitle ereek we landed at & wharl, then, forming the
warined and arimed suilors, we marched to the music of
the dram o the lookout station. The marines formod in
lue, while the officers sand sailors went to tha top rove,
ha'yards got the (agstalf up, snd ab the signalthe caiors
waro lioisted, the drum rolisd, and tha boatawain's mates
piped “up colors,'’ The warines presented arms, and
ull hands joined in and gave threa tremendous clhisers.
Wo thou Look formal poseesaion of the town and the land
aud wator adjacent thereto. We then visited cach house
and foand all deserted, save thres, Two of them were
occupied by families of two brothers named Thompson—
Germans sad fishermen, The third party proved to
bae a bachelor Nalisn, a pickler of oysiers by trade, and
Abig scamp by looks. Artar visiting the housss and
pleking out nilitary quactors, we selecied a suitabls
places Lo land our spars, for we are to dismantle the olip
Bore and clear her for action, and alsn to maks it & de”
ot for swores, coal, &o. Leaving & guard of marines
ashora wa rettirnad to the ship.

Filot Town is composed of & dogen middiing good housos
with az woany more of lesa importapgce. Some of thom
ara, or at least have been, fictad up richly, The houss of
Julinsop, tho old Dans, a pilot, hus hoan used fur a hotel,
anud is very large and commodious. Roas’' house is In
oxcallsnl repair. The paoplo ashors told us the pilots
lelt lisra some montis age, and by more chance thoy
were eoabloa to remain behind. They are in a Lall
fumishad conditicn, and ars tecribly afraid of the won-
geance of the rebels should they furnish us with fish and
oystars. They were asaured that thalr livos and pro.
perty aboald be protactad, sad it would not be likely
trat sy would gvar see a sacosh fag again.

As goon 34 we relurnsd to the ship the topgaliant
masts wors sent down, all the spare spars put over tha
#idas and towed ashore aad hauied up until we should
ased them.

While I ibink of i I will forward you o list of sleam-
ord on Lho Missisaippt river, and the armamont of tham,
nafar as [ can loagy —

McRas, lour thirty iwo-poundors, and ons nme-inch
saetl gun.

1vy, ona Armatrong rifled gnos.

Jacion, two slght-iach sheil gua.

Livingsion, (our eigli-inoh g1ba and faro rifled
Lwsuty poandars.

Mason %ﬂll’),ln forward aud thres aft.

Stidel! (waw), five forward aud shree alt.

Mannssss (ram ), in dock ropairing.

T . drawing sixitesn anl & ball Ceot, gotion
toadad , walting Lo got oul.

Atlantls, wo. J

da, unknown, ’ f

Star, three forward and ons aft. ’

Quite a little fleet; but great on A rum. This I kaow
from parsonal observation.

Tinnioas you a late Galveston Civilian, caplared oa board

bon for the night. The rebel steamers socn turued and
woul up she river, without, however, recogaizing our
force. Our men slept on thelr arms all pight, and po-
thing disturbod our sleep, save mosqaitoes, whizs diew
ome Tankee bicod from us.

Usrenp Srarss Guwnoar Wivoxa, March 12, 15862,
4 Heawy Pog—Another Prospect of a Bulile—An Esciting

Ohass—e We Pire al the Rabel Cri[l—The Bolel 8/ :amers

Bun Asway with iz SchoonersmThey Won't Piu'—The

Rabel Telegraph Cul, dbe,

At three 0'clock this morning » beavy [0 shut ns in
from the gare of the rebels, il they wore walclisgus.
Fhis stateof things lasted uniil sbour nalf-past eight
¥'clock, when the fog began to lift, As the hours passed
by the fog lightensd, e0 Lhat by teu o'clogk |t was quits
plear, and wo then up anchor aod stood ou up tho river,
with the (atentiom of guiting & glimpee of the forts al
tobeud. Al a quarler o eloven o'clock we saw the
lack amoke of & steamer. Elgoals were thrown oul to
our Lisile fleel Lo prepare for batile. A large banoes of
muhhm,ﬂnm in fighting trim. Sig-
ol was made t0 increase apaad, Our fl-oa were a lidtle
plack; 50 we cul up a lob of tarved rigging which belong-
#d to & vessel which attempled (o run the blocknds, but
gotonabore. This funk was siversd inlo @ thousand
piecsa by Lhe salors, who worked as men do who ex
peet Lo (o somsibing. OQur furnaces were plisd with (he
tarry rops, and degse volumes of black smaoks aroso
from our stokestaek, Steam rose rephdly,sud ailsail
was made. We gained on the rebol, and she piind the
pitch pine wood into her farnaces. Htill we gain on
bher. The clhase now Decemes tnly excling; our for-
ward pivot is tralned upon the scamp; still we Araw
eearer and rond upon her paddie box “Star.”’ “Fire at
him," ories Captain Nichols. Bang, whiz, whiz goes a
(wenty-pound rifle sholl at him. The Star steams barder
than aver,and whist'as for help. Bang goes another
whieil, the Konnebec following anit. Just tucn the Kineo
pignaled that her bollers were disabled, and of course
wogares up the chase. As we stopjed we discovered
& long, blask rebsl stesmesr comiog o the as-
wistance of the Star. Two more steamors were then dis-
wovared and six sch Iylcg at anchor at a point just
below the foris. At ® quarter of one o'clock we again
formed in lind of battie having found that the Kineo's
boliers had been foaming, bnt were now making steam
milright. Away wo went up the river agaln. We now
Tound that there wero soven steamers in the party, and
that they had takan the six schooners in tow and ware
scodding up the ricer as rapidiy as they could.  Aathey
had somogh start and belng so mnoch faster than our
veassls, wr gavo un the chase hinving besn gp abrenst of
thamalt works. At two o'clook your corregpondont went
on ghore st the ©Jump,'' snd et the talegraph wire, and
founad that thore was a slight electric current man!lost.
Bringing away about twoe hundred sal 07ty fesd, ho
plled Lo Lhe lower side of the mouth of Wilder's Bayon
and sgamioed- the sistion, but founa poshing of note,
Arriving on our downward trip as the head of the passes
(o whiich [ send you & sketch), Captain Bell and mysell
rmbarked on board of tie Keaneback , lsaving the Winona
and Kineo to hnid the prases  We now ahaped our course
down the Southwess Puas, and st four o'cleck | landed at
B Fronch gentieman's house om tha right bamk of the
vivar, Nolw sonl wha thore to greet ua, and when we
mtered the house we foumd it as deaolaia as an smpiy
barn. Everything had been removed bat s bedstead,
The outhousss were searched but pothing but broken
tools and empLy demijchns could be found. Twe discon
Bolnte bovses Wers s a half nunken iot in the rear of the
Bouse, and & Dalf dosen porkors wars rooting vp the gar-
den, while S0me 108, A maied beaves wore cropping cane
§0 an adjscent flald. Learisg (his desolate scens, we
£nt the telegraph wire, 80d then embaried on the Kenne.
Deck, and steamed for the PASE. Arriving hers al five
p'olock, In the midet of a fog, we found (he Brookiyn
yanido the bar, and tha flagship 1ying jast outside of n,
Hare we lay all night and until 1be morming of the 15(A .
Al steven o'clock we got under way, the fog Laving lifled
#0 that we could ses the ship. 1send you & coireq |jg
of the Kemnebeck's ofMoars -

W l;uu' i.:Lo Wade.
m&mum. . Fiteh.

o THrd Auicand . 0. Gowing, L. W, Rebio-
et m“'m-q.n.ln.n.l.mnu,:. w.

——

Usrren Srarma Fracem
Pror Tows, Sovmuwess Pass, M- - I%TW}

4% Hariford Passes Over the Bar v Safely—Who Acoom.

piishe! ihe Difficult Foat —Ihe Floy Offcir's Appreciation

of the Pilol's ki1, dbe. .

Flece [ am, ouce more, on board of our good sld ahip,
nod can way, with truth, “ihers In 0o place like homse. '
Tronrmed thet ap goon anthe f g would permit wa would
o
o 1
P liihy, we staried jostde, Ou we wont, staaming slewly,

o by (hs Bantes. It conbains nomews bulis &
ouriosiky (o newspaperdom.

At teu o'clock the Brooklyn came up the river, and
ook her posiiion on our starhoard bow, close in shore;
aud 43 2oon a3 she anchored down came her masts, and
botls ahips were bnsy all day in towing thelr spars
sshirs and stowing thom (o & boat ghed. [ 3pent nasrly
all the afternoon on shore, and enjoyed mymslf highly in
looking lntu the different honsss. Some ware left ia the
utmost eoufrmion, while others werp clean swept, and
wach of (helr hovasheld utensils as they lefs babind were
pul in ordar.  In the ofice of the Lontaiana Pilot Associa-
Lion, now ovoapied by our marines av & guard house,l
found a gopy of Lho laws regulating thia body of man.

Thae peopis ashore say mo4t of the pllots were forved 1o
£9 1o New Urleans, and to give up & fund of $160,000 fur
sick and disabled pioia to ald the rebel cause, If thay
ware Lere now they could make money snd, If nol as
much as in formor times, Lhey ocould lakefoare of their
snug libtle homes. But now \bey sre debarred (rom the
comforts of bome, and are o continual dread that their
Hitle nll will be destroyed by fire or sacking. The Flag
Ofcer weni on shore, with Captaio Bel! and Dr. Folta,
during the day, for the purpose of selsoting a place for
our wouuded after our first cogngement. Dr. Follz as.
sures me that Le eon accommodate one thonsand patients
vimfortably in these houses. Perbaps it ia all for the
begl for tha pilots Lo have left, for the above reason if
nowe other, Nolling has besn or will be removed from
the dwelllngd, and tbe moyrioes witl take guod care o
keap intraders awny. T inclose you soms slection tickota
which will show you that tha plists were lalerostad in
polities. The ticket nolosed has a davice upon W in
whiol: those words appesr—'* The Unica—Ii most be
preserved.”  Comment is uaneosgzary.

Pror Tows, Bovva Wear Pase, March 15, 1362

A Blorm—The Retels Sighied —Our Fessels Ready for Adtion.

Last avening we had a very heavy storm, which lastod
antil ten o'clock to.day. The remainder of our spars
wera soni oo shore, us well as spare rigging, &2,  About
noon wo wers arousad from ouwr quiot lifa by the report
from the masthesd that the encny were in sight and
coming down Lbe river. AL two o'clock the number of
#mokes Ingreased, and we signalized the Brooklyn to gel
undor way and follow us vp the Pass. On arriving at
‘ne Hend of the Pascos weanchored off Cubbidd's Houss,
and ordered the Kineo to take up a position oa the other
sldo of te river. The Prooklyn anchored alioad and tho
Winops remaingd st her old position. The alterndon and
evening was lowely, and & bright moon made Lhe scene
all that could ba desired. The river is very high—al
leasi & fool Bigher than it wua a few days sirce, whea |
was up bers in tbe Wicosa. We are ready now to re.
osive the scampe. Wchanlhruhnrympu,m.
in the tops, and petarda; so, should they pay wa a visit,
they will find that thers is no “Pope's run'' affair they
wré about to suter.

FAzap or Tun Fassms, March 16, 1962,
Al ihe MTead of the Pagses—Commodors ForraguieThe Mor-
tar Flotllu—Prises CapiurcdeThe River Blockaded by

Chaing=Troops and Batierles—Commodors  Purragut

Gioas to hip Teland to Arrangs for the Co-operation of the

Poicar, de.

Wo ars pow where a blockading squadron should havs

en mouihe sgo. Waare whers we can do sometling
towards atopping coiton going oud And arms eoming iu
Wa are whore we can and will trouble seveah at our
pleasure and to his diseomfort; 4 ! w Flag Oficer Farra
gnt belongs the praise.
e ia & man of the ags, and oue, though being honored
by yoars, |8 (n APPARTATOS & FOUDY man —s man destived
to rank with tho brightest of our naval offeors. Noy
renh, bat & go atisad man, be combioes valor with dis:
eretion, and will aot rush ioto anything ho canuot eee his
way oab of.  Every one respécts him, and our men will
fght to the death for him.

While I am wriliog this afternoon the masthead look.

polat about 0z miles wbove ue. Two Union men, who
lived ten milss above this fort, came 1o ug thisaftergoon,
with s vasl amonnt of vory valaabie information. The
#lx schooners we saw on Thursday ars wnchorsd
At Intetvals from fors  Jaskaon, asross hs
river, and & ebals  siretchead from  the  Fort
. Philip side, aoross the decke of the schoonirs,
and thenos to & buoy close to Fory Jackwm, whore a
spase 9 lofl for vossels to pass throogh  Another ghain

i sirstoliad under the bottoms of the cesi's and a8

noarer the bar, Af thrse o'clook, nnder the pilotage | curod un Lhat two eliaite Are BLPSLohaY 1o blockade the
or, Uelied States Const Survew, and Caplait | rivar. Wo onnfiz that (o & short tlme, Ths Taa e

and Wanh wenl up the river on Thoradey Thar o

soveral other vesgels, aro cotton toaded, and ready o run
o biookade (f thoy caw. Thore are 1,890 Lroops at Furt
Jackaon, aud ay mssy moro st Fort Si. Philip. Each
for{ was retaforcad last wosk by 400 men. Al Foglish
Baod thers is a moud batlery, and ous & few milss above
W, After giving us ali the information thoy were pos”
sessed of, they wors put on their parole and allowed 1o
§0 to Pilot Town, whore they formerly realded,

The Btar i3 in pight vhis morping. Tho Kineo
chased bar snd she ran, as usuals Flag OMeer Parragot
shined hie flag to the Winima, and salled for Ship Island
o got thanquadron in erder, ‘and to hurry tham up.
The Brocklyn 1 the ssuior ship, and frow ber all or.
ders will emanato unid the rekarn of tho Flag Umosrs
which will be tu tha courss of afow days. A guardof
marines was naol todayde Pilod Town Lo cooupy L per-
mansatiy.

Oyreen Syares Fria Sme Higeeoun, )
Hrap or rou Pasaas, March 21, 1502,
The Redel Spy Crisdeeri—Quid Reigs Arvound—Jis g tal
Avranpemnly Cor 'he Cuming Ballle, de,

For tho last two days il has been blowing a gale of
wind from the westwar |, with tremandous rain atorms
b night, acoompauisdwiih heary thauder and very vivid
lightning. Tha weatler ls so cold that panjackats are by
a0 moans uneomforiahle. Every dap the rebals como
down [a tha Star 1o 5ea us,  Yeatorday they wero some.
what stariled by the gight of quite o number of tho mor-
tar ﬁnt'!ﬂa,eomng up Paiza-l'Outre, 80 that Lhey could go
down tho Southwest PPase rathor than go around ontside
and over thedar, Our ganbosts, who pefurm a kind of
pleket duly, preveated ths Hiar from seeing too much at
one time, At abouk eight o'cloek laat evening we dia.
coverad a large fire in the nslghthorhood of the foris; but
wa have not yet laarned why {8 was kindlsd, My fin.
preasion is that the robel: are clearing away the wosda
or ‘ragidy, 80 asto “glve us Jessls" when wa come up.
A mail arrivad t9-lay, enmpasod of old letbers, probably
pieed up nk Plokens, or brought oub in goms army Lraus.
port. The Fiag 0Mcer has not yei returned, but we shall
looke for him by Sandlay a: least. Untll then we probably
®hall remain in gafu ouo, whick, by the way, i a very
diznzreanbls position o be plageddn. Wenroall very
wnxiois tobe up and doing, Wer naval offcers tharo is
nothing so disagresabio na a want of something to do
whea the edomy la withing dozen milos. But I sapposo
we will bave all wa wamt to do by and by,
The Drveau of Madisine and Surgery of the Mavy Dapirt-
mont hava shippad, end wo ara daily expacting the as-
rival of, a largo amount of hosp'tal atoras, miltrosser,
and, in fact,all the neoosssary articles for Lospilal vae
for (e squadron. Floot Surgson Foltz.will prapare the
houses at Pilot Town (o1 Lospital pnrposes. Thiz arringe
meont wiil ba excallont, ag ithe logcation fa good,eaey of
nocers and the housea girs commodions; and, instesd of
saading the wounded up Lo Ship Tsland or to e warine
bospiaiat Key West, wo will bave them uear us, and
where Lhay can be oastly attzoded to without 30 magh
tranaportation. Dr. Foliz's etperience im the scrvios
and during the war with Mexico its him emiusatly (or
the past be pccuples. Wa will nead & fow eolored women
hore as uursss, a3 thay are mnch batter than men. But
1supposs thoy can bo progured at pointa further North,
aa Ahore are nono hore that wa can gos as yot.

O Boann Usman Srares Guamoar Kmeensoe, }

! d Mussissirys Revaa, March 38, 1862,

A Beoomnoimames—Th: Appravance of the River Baifs—
ThaRebels Firs on Our Raconmoitering Porty—The Shot
and Shall Pall Close to Onir Vesael =Tz, Do Nob Slopd .
Onanidad Fight—=keok of the Robe! Works=Tha Range

o the Gwng, do., do. 7

‘This moroiog Capisin Ball aod your eorreapoudent
onme on board of this trim little gouboat, and procosded
up tha river for tho purposs of makiog ar | A
aad, Il posaible, W0 draw the dire of the suemy. The guo.
he"ulﬂuohm was ovdersd to joln us; bat,as her

spoed waa mot equal to ours, che [ell inte the rear,

sad wewere obliged to sisek up our speed so ahe
ooinid keep in company. We proceoded up the

civor, medting, afler wo ‘had passed the szult

works, quite & aumder of smul hats and

small houses situated near the water's edge,on both
banks of the rivee. When within about thrée miles of
she forls, their flagas belng 1o aight, we saw a man on

dhore, and we despatched a hoat 1o bring him off to the

ship, He wha aomewhal (rizhitonad, and wo did not ges

but little information from him,as we were well posted

up ln affaire in the vicinlty of ths forts.” At Doon we
ware in foll view of the saemy; but Fort Jackson was
4i4 behind a grove of trees, We steamsd ahsad at full

spoed, Caplain Bell and Mr. Wade being st the mastbead

taking notas. AL this tima the steamer Star cams out

fromi the fort,and by sundey evolutions eudeavorad to
toll us on (o what shoy considerad would.be certain

destcuction. Their theory wae well basod, as the sequel
willshow. o oniy nosesd tho rebei steamer by dring
athim once. When Fort Jackson's barlstte guna ware
Just emerging from the clump of treos, of which a portien
had besn fellad 70 s to leave sn unobstructed line of
fire, it was flyo minates past poon, and on the inslani &
flash, & densg columa of whits smeke, showed that their
impatisnce conld pot be brooked, and thal they were de*
termined to drive us back. On wo steamed, hoodiess of
the shetl which burst within two hundred yards of us.
Weo were buay laking notes of the surroundings, whea
bang wemt two guna, iha shot falling withia siaty
yards of ns. On we steamed. Our coolosss was
o much for them, and they showed i Ly
firing a whole curtain s ws of st leas
oight guns. In the mean tima wo noticed that eight bulks
and a large ralt sapporied the chaln cable across tha
rjver, and thiat, a2 a proloction Lo the chain, & smal! mud
battery had bosn erecled on & poiut Iying ous from (he
fort. We also noticed that thars are heavy batteries, of
ovor bweuly guns oach, on cither slde of Fort 3. Philip.
The sacond broalsids irom she fors broaght out a rifled
gon from Fort S8, Fhilip, whose range exceeded the guns
of Fort Jackeon. The first, a rifle, was succecded by a
second, both belog of extraordinary rangs. In fact,
mwmmgwﬂulhm‘gu. The shell and shot
wore dropplog around us like bail and in close proximity,
and 1 must conless T did somo tall walching. Capinin
Ruzsel handled the Kounobes besubifully, and if sle had
not been moved vp and agross the river rapidly we
wonld have beon kuocked Inte match slicks, Aftor
seceali had fired about =ixty =hots, and wae had learned
all wo wanted (o know, we turned aroand, aud sha place
wa were lying ou, the loft bauz of the river,s moment
belors was made whita with the plunging shot and burst
ing slicll, Each sbot they fired was gotsing nearer, 80,
that their lnst cues %) withia twonty pards of our decks.
1t was the prettiest =igh I have cvar witnsssed io that
particular line of busluess. The Wissohiekon coming
ap, wo sigoalied Lor to foilow gar moticos, and as ghe
turned she was tho recipicnt of thelr far reacliog shes,
nooe of which struck ber. We cama down the river,
having betn under asovere fire for aboul iwonty mi-
nntes, Capt. Boil was az cool a8 man could be, nnd I po.
 ond with great pleasanre the diseretion and ackivity of
Lisut. Commanding Nuseel and bis sxeculive ofticer,
Lisut. T. Blaka.

We would bare made a gplandid fAght, but did not de.
mire to show our meisl to s encmy. As sll are not
familiar with the losation of Lhe piace iu queation, | wiil
desgriboe 1. Much,and, in fact, all, in relation to posis
tion and stropgth of the forts in wall koown 16 our com-
mand/og officars; but for public benefit T will state thay
Forl Jackson i the first work spproached, and i» sitoated
on the right bank of the river. 1t is a five sided work,
with bastions. Two of the eurtalus only are casomated,
sach eobtainiog cight guos. The bastion guvs are also
capsmated. The ap river side of the fort |s poorly armed,
and 16 not cacemmated. An suxiliary work way down the
river has baen bullt to command (b npwerd approach,
and mounta twenig oighl gues. The parsds ground has
boen dog up, snd the Fater let in, 5o Lhat If & sbell, un-
gtploded, fulls jpaile of (Lo work ite value is diminwbed
by 84 non-explosion. On 8 point outlying fromw the fory
In aamall mnd work, probably consireoted , 1o cover \he
chaln hiulks, The magigine capacity of whls fort s one
bundred rounds to sech gan.

Now for Pors St Philip. It s an irregular work,
of consklerable wige, with po  easemaies, and |s
strougthened by heavy batteries cu each side. Itis
s formidable work, and (s in masy respocts
equal to Fort Jacknon. The bwo vified guos whose mets,
was brought oot to.day 1 fesl scufident are Armsirong
100.pounders. The rebals have a largs number of
43-poundars (o thess forte, and they have, by practice,
obtalned Be!iful rangen, and will kit something, 1 can
Asaure you.

The onble 14 gleatoliad acreas the river In an excellant
manner, But for aue thing must 1 seversly ceusare the
offeor in command of these workSethal ie, & want of
digeretion and patience, TIAd he reverved s fre forte
minules be would have Lit s with every gan he fred,
but wa muat make an allawapos, as It was the drst time
e ¢ hmve Bad s opportunity of tasting their guns on the
flag they once gwors o honor aond protost, and conse.
qrantly thelr impatiancs showad to va the pasition , num
bar and rangs of nraillery, the kind of practics they witl
wvakes and the praciess spot whiece wo may ex el v firgl

roreive \halr nre. From frst o la

L1t was Lhe baal re

aemngg b ever wilaiget =g

than gue—and I nover saw an enemy 80 foolishly show
Lis powar, whin he could hardly but have kuown wo
warg only making & recounoissancs, sud i be did dne-
odd in dizabling us we wors sbio, by tha amal of

asolng that wo were sleaming Paster bhan wanal sho, wise-
Iy for hor, but unlugkily for us, down Lolm, aud soon
waa poiog up the river st fallspeed. We did not fire st

our gompanious, o got oul of his oluiches. We could
plaintywus the anxicus spactatofy on the parapet of thy
forteaud on the paddle bLoxzesol the Star. [ moliwed
that, ng we approsghed Ford Jeokson they Lauled down
the elars and bars, so thai we shonld haye ne
mark to flre al. Two robsl steamers ware telegraphod
for, and prodeut!y Iay up 1o the quarantine, walting fur-
ther ordars, 1 think thelr armed steamors are wp \he
rivar, fu the yielnlty of Memphis. . Ne doubt the New
Orloans papara of to.morrew will give full partioniars of &
kreat victory over tho ' Yankee fleet,” and_you may con
tinue to lLioar of Lhese wvictorios, as we will draw
“their Qio avory day, i we can, nnd In dos time we
wilallenoo their whols Ges.  As 1 lave writles bafore, it
I8 1o sazy Job 1o take Lhvse forte; but [ am satisfiel, with
th foros sud armatagnts wo will bring to hear agaioat
them, they musé give up to he ontalde prossure. Wa
know thelr weak'pointa boetter or as well na thay do,and
of course we will lake advantage of 1.

Wo saw two square rigged nhipa sbova the forla, with
(halr topgaliant wmaats down. Thesomay ba cotton loaded
veesnls who havo bean walllog for a chancs o gat eul
Wo would respecifully inform ¢ that parky'* thelr chance
i3 gone.  After turniug to come down the river, tha Star
followed us somo wag, $o 8oe If wo cams dowu witha
view ta bring up the floet and eommonce the work. We
will ba Shere aoon encugh, and thal they will learn to thair
sorrow. We arrtved back to the Head of the Passes
at two in the aflernoon, and returned on Loard of vur
abip.

Usarsn Srares Frageme Fasreonn,
fzip or THR I asems, Morch 20, 1863,
Ruwviors of War—The Nows of the Mampion Rowd: Fight,
. de,ds.

The Flag OMcer weont down o Southwes! Paal
toudny, to fsee how the ships were  gotting
on down there, He will probabiy retwrn tomight
On board this and the vossols here there 1s mo news of
much hoportarce. We hava rumors foHowod by rumors.
Wa lsarn froma New Orloaus paper of the 1dth inst. that
e Merrimag has besn down Lo Flumpton Roads and
mrdassd havoo awong our ships. The story evideotly

U P have s mace |

hns-gome foundulion; bul we cannot belleve all wo find
i that shoat about the affuir, We are very unxious to
haar tha full particulars, and wish they would nol keep
the Monitor, which helongs to our flast, at the Toads any
lLanger than possibls, We waut her here. It s highly
tmportant that we sheuld have hor here. But T suppose
now it would be almost madness (o ask for her. Wepity
poor Wordsn, and (rnst bs may recover the use of his

¢R08. -

I'closa this latter, as thers s & supplomentary mail
Tralg made up on board, which,Y seppess, will be seut
to Ship Llund, Upto noon to-day wa have no t!dings of
the Counscticut, which, nosording to our caloalations, ia
now over due.

Huap o# TER Pazmi,
Msemurrr Roves, April 4, 1863,
Other Vessels Pasz (he BareA Fight Belween the Unifed
States Gunbost Kineo and the Rebel Plagship—A Rebe!
Lovkotd—Tne Rebel Fleel in Force near the Forls, de.
. Bince my Inst lebter I have been engaged in voyaging
botween this ship and thoze oa ths bar ar Southwest
Puas, walching with intecast the efiorts which have boen
madea to get the heavy dranghlt vesaoels inlo the river, The
Misslasippl, Iroquois and Omeida have coms in, but the
T'enzacola is still outsids, trying to coms up. I thinka
(ittle more tugging will briag hor in also. The Cogmect!-
cut I3 here with a meagre mail for us; but she m:,!
intelligence of the sud disaster in Hampton Roads, which
wo wera alrald at firat was of & more doleful charaster.

To-day we have bLeen ey witnessesof a smart lttle
brush beterean the gnoboat Kineo and tho fiagship of the
rebel folilln. The scene of the skirmish waa a few miles
above us, and most of the firing couid be wiloezsed from
our topgallant forecastle, Just belore noom & steamer
appeared in sight at the point above uws, steaming down
the river. We poticed immodiately that she was a
stranger, and that she wore the Llue flag of the Admiral
of the rebels, £he wasa large aud powerful side-wheey
bost, printed black, and had two masts. At the maln
waved the stars and bare. Siguals wers immedintaly
thrown out from the Brooklyn (Capt. Alden;being the s
nior officer here, the fag oficer beiug at tha bar) to chage
the amsmy. The Kinoo ana Iroquois Immedistely proceed-
ed to execute the oider. The vobel bLomt came
down a ahort dietance, and slopped lis engiae
to awail the arrival of our gunbeats, Az scon as the
Kiuoo—xio being the Tustest boat of the two—got within
rouge ghe Gred & rided guo at the delani Adwiral, bot
mineed the mark. Thoe rebel now slowly turned his hoad
up stream, when tha Kiseo let fly auolher shell, and bit
secech, This bad the effect to quicken lis speed, and
away he went up atvoow 82 (et as lis wieel; conld pros
pelbim. The Kineo kept firlag ab bim, and Caplain Ren-
som iaforms me that he hil him three times. She was
too mnch for 1Le vabel, wod bo went off with a flea in his
ear in the shape of a rified ahsll. When the Kineo
aprivedat the Jump she gaw thai the Admiral was not
aloue, for in the distance aho saw Lhirse river bosis—evi.
denily gunboala—two tron clad gunboais, constructed
with alupiug a.des, and io almoat every reapact belng the
counterpart of Flag Oflicor Foote's gnabents on the Upper
Mmaisaippl; sl beaides hose there was a hovse-looking
affnir, which was prousuurad st once 1o be the Ram.
Captain Ransom, fimding the ocdds against him, wisely
eoncluded uod to fight the party, and alter making n good
Sbservation of tha veasela he vetarosd with the Troguaiss
and reported (e state of efairs to Japlain Alden, who &t
once despaichied the Kennsbee 10 inform (he Plag Ofcer
of the appearance of the stemy 's Aotills in forge. Nothing
ocourrad in e jatter part of 1ho afiernoon to oogusion
auy olirm; bub just before sundown & rebel steame
made ita appearance off the poiut an! remaiued there
some time Liklog notes, and shen reinrued to report.
Thare cau be no doabl that the rascalz are properigg o
attack 18 with rams, firashipe, ganboutz, and, o fack, with
all the offencive means within thelr comman!. To pre.
vont them laying & plen brsed upow our present hesitlon,
or the position of our vecssls mnce wo camo p hers
after dark we all up anckor and bava shifted positions,
and a8 | mm writing we are Mrmiug inte line of-batile
and making all propardtions o mest ibom ou grovud
whieh we trust will prove our superiority. We aré not
spolling for a Aght; but our country hed called upon unta
abl in protegiing ite bovor aud W aafarl the omblem of a
grest notlon over a people whio have rebelled and cast
anlde a fug whick has been respeciad for 'peaily & cen.
tary  Todo this we will plve our otmost codeavors, and
trust to fod for sugress.  Wa do not [atend o bo caagh!
“papping’ and be bustad and rammed st the will and
moroy of o desperate foe, Twice vur vesrels Luve besu
thus maltreated, and we will tey nob o have it ocear
agiin without punishiog the depredators. Theca s
strong reasons for belleving thu it will not ba long he.
forn the euomy will be upon us and make wtrong offorts
to drive us (rom (hess waters. They may oo it, bt |
doubit it, Our fBghbing will ba of & dwaperaie chinraciar
Thay will gome in foree. Thelr recounoimance of to-day
shows that, and engirasts strongly with ones & faw days
ngo.

T have no doubt bil the motamonts of e enctiy wit
expdile our movementsa greatly, jand we will be under
re muck sconer than'we had caleulvted upon. Weall wish
4 was aver. Suspence (s terpible; butb tociness and dis.
cration are our Dest plan ofter all, -and we must suller
soine to gain any groat object |

Uximtp Starms Fransam Bm,}

Fraosmm, April 5, 1843

G Plaet Sel Rail Up e River—The Rebol Admiral Trig

1o Prighten Us by a Bold Manaicra, but Friilrve A Pight:

This morolag Fiag Ofosr Tarragit, who arrived
from 1he I'ass last evening, Capinie Ball nud your speslal,
embarked on board the Iroguois. The following vesssls
sceomponiel us —Qunboats  Wissahlokon, Katabdia,
Konnehes, Rineo and Soiota. We laft our anchorage
with & full hond of steam and & detérmination 1o Aght
thair vessels if they could be induced to come ous, The
Troquots, which yesterday was the steruggost Lost
soon showed hor superiority by rapidly leaving ouf
companions in the rear, Nothing worthy of nota ooeurred
going up the firat fow railes; but when the wighe!
to prepars for batile was mude and we beat 10 quarters,
I wasforcibly atracke with the pergommel of this trim
eralt. The ofcars aud crew are very anxious to olear
ap any imputations which mey have been cast wpou
them In relation to their arulse after 4 Sumber, Deler-
mination beamed from every sye. In maoy instences
the men were siripped to an undershirs ready for a
fight. Perfect stillness reigned shrougheul the veasel,
which waa gol broken save when the Fiag Ofger
made some remark from Jhe mastliesd, whore bo
bad stationsd himself, with Oaptain DBell, 10
tee  ibe forts aad the poaition of the ganboats.
Oar apoed was inorensed o ite utmont aad the Troquois
irambled like an aspsh leal aver ‘e revolution of her
#crew. AL aboul noon & rebsl boat, bearing & staal) blve
Uag ( \dmiral), made it apposrance. She was at ouce
| profouscsd 10 be the tugboat W. 6. Hows  Dowa she

iy Ws

bar, chooaing rather not (o show our guns, As wo deow
usar the forts, whose ags we could see, the Admira!
was rolnforesd by his #24ills, gonsisting of the Ram, two
lrovclad gunboats sad two ordinary steamecs, We
thought surely that we wero to bavos brush. Just as
wa upened Fort Jackson, a litkle white smoke—bang—
whiz-whiz whiz—craok—splash—-a white cirole on e
wuddy surfaco of the river reyeuiod st onos tho fack that
one of the hundred-pous der ritles Lisd beeu romoved from
Tort S5, PLIp o Fort Jackson; sud thal the dsmoastre-
don Just witusssed was from it. This was followad by
anotker ond, which struok still oloser, neither of thom
boing over thirty yards diatent, The ihird oos pussed
hatworn the smoke siack and malnmast, jost clearing
the sterbosid waist boat, sod, be the way, my Lead, nud
“xploding cloes nlongside of tha ship, The rebals sarely
thought thoy bad hit us In o teuder spot, for they
immedistely sigualiod from the fort, snd the
fotilin made & torribie show of coming oc!, 8o much
80 that we dropped down the river aboub thres hundred
ynrds, 50 aa to fight tham onb of range of tho guos of the
fort. Towa cams ons follow, and when ho saw shat we
wore furmad (o line of Laitle, his botter sonse came Lo
him sud away ho weni. For four bours we lay Lere,
hoping he would coms out and Oght ua, bos he did ot
a0 [t in that light, The fors fired four moro shote st us,
each ons coming close 10 us. We saw a large firo ralt
moored close to the fort, ali ready, mo doubt'
to gend down to us. Wae found Lholr range mark
(s groea buah) for tholr rifled guns, sml, in fact, made

more notes than they would he willing to let ns bave if

they gould preveat [it. Tha Sring, sud the long time wa
wore away from our anchorage, inducéd the Hartiurd,
Brookiyn, Righinond and Varuna to proceed up the river,
but wo were returniog when we mot them, lambappy
% racord thnt the Hartford waa the fastest of hor class,
and Ler appearance elisited much commeondation. We
returned and anchored in propor order to rasist sud ro”
“pel any nttack tho rebsls chiows to make. The reconnois-
AncG was eminently sucoessful ln all poluts, saye ous, \ha
eajiurg of eneor more of Lhelr boats. Taw surs wo olfored
them every Inducement 80 to do, but (hey.are probably
lay ing back for the folure, - We havé a largo fleel al the
head of the Passcs, and a still Jarger one layu st Pilot
Town. By the way, Lisuteunnt Helslor,of tho marines
attached Lo the lartford, has beou relieved by Lisntonang
‘Tilton, of the Colorado. Licuteusnt Heisler oould not be
woll sparod from the vesaol jusl as we are goiog intos
fight, s

- | ———tr
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Hiap o vae Passes, Missrr: Rives, Apeil 0, 186:,
More Fighting=The Prench Cuptain—The Flag of Truce-—

How 1! was Received —Somathing Tnexplivable—The Preat-

mand the French Captain Recciood—Povier's Flae! ar-

riced—Medicol Stores Wanted—Death of Froncia Birde

A Whits Exgle ITovers Over the Flesd, do.

Matters hwvo assumod a more worlike aspoet sluce the
date of my laat letter. Wa havs rean deed ab severs!
timea by the rebela, and the New Orleans papers have
announced the federsis rapulsed on sach vosaaion. Ican
adsre you bhat they glory over a very trifling allhie. In
the first place, we bayve not fired at them bul twise; once
we hit one of thsir gunboats. They have expended
nearly ons hundred shells st our gunboats, and have not
hit us ones. Wo are psined to lsarn by tha way of New
Orloans (papersof the Tth inat.) of a misCortuns to our
army in the Southvweat, and trust it is not 40 bad aa the
robals plctare it, They paint their vistory Lo glowing
colord, and talk of the utter sanihilation of our sutire
army. ]

Yestorday Caplain Clews,of the Freush brig-of-war
Milan, having Uie psrmisaiou of our IMag Ofoer, took bis
boat apd weat on board of the guaboat Winonn, Com.
mandar Nichols, to go up to e Cresosnt City. The
Wisona weot up within two miles of thowort, iytug &
fing of truce (the ficst ono Lolstad on this river),
where the Freuch Caplain embarked in his
boat. The Witena, with Commcnder De Camp, of
the Jroquois,  on  bosrd, wemd wup - mill farther,
to Inform the eomiwmander of tha forte of the ¥remch-
man’s desire to communicate with him, Assoon a3 lie
YWinoua came within range of Fert Jaoks~a the latter
fired & blavk eartridip=—a wigosl to heave Lo, Owlag to
soms mistake the Winona did aot slscken dowa ber
spsed guough (o saticly the rebels, and they fired a whot
st her, which just cleared her topgallant forocastle. By
this tiwe the gnahoal wad close to the forl, aud W a
Smail tugboat whieh lay at the poiut ““wooding up.’” The
follows lu the boat werc terribly (righisned, sund rvan
awny from \beir vessel. No soouer bad they gleared
o decks of the tug befura slin was discoversd 10 be ia
flames, und despite of the effuris of the Winona's boats,
sho was totally dostroyed Uy fire. o (he mesa lime
Captain De Comp lowsred & bost bearing & white fag
and slarted townrds the landiug place. Agsin the robals
fired & shol wt our people. Tue boas returnod 1o Lhe
guuboat, and immediately she rebel stesmers Morgay
aud Deflanoe came down bearing & white dag, and took
up & posilicn on esch side of ihe Winons. A soon as
matiers could be explaised the Morgaa weat down the
river and took vhe French boat i tow; after wlich seme
palaver look place beiwesn the rebals and Capiaio De
Camp, At they separatad.

Our peaple gaw twalve sleaiusrs, 0no of Lhem e Star
of ibe West, whivh fled at our approach, probably uot
caring 0 show Ler srmument (i she has any). We
qounted di1y fevea guos in Uort Jackses; hat we do not
caré 10 know aboul el forte. Upom tle whels, it lan
siracyge ploge of Latidess, atd you will henr mors abons
it in proper tiwe

This woeining the French boat was seen (n tla die
tetice, towing down the rirer ander eall. T looked
sirangn, s we oxpecied he would otine down in onew
onr gunboats. Whon Caplaln Clews, of the Miau, wr
rived on bosrd hesiated in snlmincs, thut (ha vohals
hat mrde a peiena of hiay, eharged him with beingo
g, i refieced to allow him lo commuiiotie wike New
Orizams sscept by & briel telegimm, sud they told him
that when his answer came Jdown they would it
fim. Thismoraing, st seven o'clozk, they released him
and avited Bim (o break/nat with them. This ho refused
s prompt sud decisive maoner. He lsit them in no
pleasant humag , nnd sk Casted oo bozrd of one of our
gnoboets. | am at s loss ‘o kuow how bl government
will receive his report. This piece of mformation bas
spread like wildfire, and e 1he principsl toplo of con-
carsotion to-day.

Partar's sulire Heet is Lero ap suchor, and the sight
froni oar poop i< traly meguifcsnt. Halla bondred of ves-
pels are lying sround, like bissdbounds, pantlng (o
permce npou sheir prey. Al eur heavy ships are over
tlie bar. wive the Colorndn.  We havy taken four of her
ulae joch guns, aid others Lave Dhesn placed on oiher
vesgels. We now moust twenty-cight guos, o very boavy
srmament. The eoalshipe aro arriviog aud we are be-
gluing o pet thae wrticle, whick we lave beso 80 mackh
it need of A wove wiil sonn be twade

| suw it alate Now Orleaus papec they Lave a new
and Cperrivle’ affair, called the Aquatic Armadillo, (afor-
midnklo name, ol loart ) with which tbey will pui ue ol
o Hight; andt also, thay have soma “*iromendous’ ¢ Horn-
ing mortars, ' Heanregard wili wips out (he aymy, o
Miterall and (he Lam and Armadilio will slok 1be navy.
It way be well to talk 9o, but [t must be proved by deads,
Tihiok ver plans, o far as | Eoow about ihem and am
ohle to judgo of then , are about fight, aod, feeling #n, 1
thwok we will win,

There is ene thing (n vegard to the equipment of our
gquadron | thiok my doty (o write about, Weare ardly
(o wanhk of medical ofiocrs, snd eepecinlly medieal
storen, Every dey murgeens are comlng on board the

fiagship for  things aeedful Is case we Dbave
wounfed men. There I8 Hitle, wvery lule, chloro.
form er eiisr out Dbere, and n  performing

surglcal operatiens they nre ope  of the great
neceamition of the cocnsion. Many  valusble |ife migh,
be saved If ihe hende of daparkmeonts were careful about
thewe \Wioge. The bealih of the squadron is very geod
pow, but fover time ig coming and we wust ustnrally ex-
poct to bave sowe sick opes. 1t Weocomes my painful
dnty 10 record (b loss of & fine yousg miaa beloaging lo
e maortur feet, 1t appears LAt v tho 16th of March,
while off Paeg-a-1"Oulre, s boat from the M. J. Carlton ate
tempted Lo go on board of the T. A, Ward while the lat-
ter vensel wan under Wway, and, owing 1o some naforessen
caien, the boal was capsizad and the entire orew thrown
oud, All' were saved Bat sa ordinary seames, named
Francle Pird, agsd twoeniy.thres, & native of Bristol,
Pngland. By Vhis vidimely aeatlk, the feei is deprived
of anexcellent man, He wag drowned while doing his
duty, and his family are, of course, eniitled to 8 pengion,

A very large whila eagle has besn fouling over our
beadn all day long, and Ra prosencs is halled ae a good
omen, | do not know when 1 lave seen auch a sight,
When first discovared he was right over our masihead, and
Juel visible slowly aud gracefully bie dencanded until withs
in, say 800 yards, when salling off eouthward for & mo.
mout, he suddenly darted upwarde and lowarda the con.
tre of the sun. Thua be sallad snd winged vnlil dusk,
wion e wae foag Lo onr viaw,

Oor guuborks now 118 up at the Jump, Fome ten miley

U oalie was 1o stnibitiste Who sl ro pacty ; by |

Feowg bacs 90 wa 0 go% Latsud o allow thy relale o

coma down and #oo our fisel. Wo have 80en Woir smoks
all day, snd [ am of the impresaion that shoy are hard st
work strengthoning themsalvos at tha fort %o a2 o recsive
u with all the formalities of war, Of courso, All are ooy
Bdout on ourgldo of & glorous victory, snd I supposs
Shoy thiok the same, We will soon flud oat who 1a right,
0 surmiises, ut least,

Onr depot at Pilot Town i3 found to ba well adapted fur
the purpescs intended. A boapital has been establiahed
thore, and a large quantity of ship stores havo bobn al-
raady landed.  Lioutspant Tilkon, of tize marine eorps of
ho Colorado, lua relievod Eioutenant Goorge Holslsr, of
tho marine corps of this ship, god ho has returued oa
board to taka part in the gomiag fight.  Our marines are
among the best drillod gun crowa in theship, and wik
rouder a good acoount of themaelves on tho day of battle-
[ think soma of the Ooiorado’s men will Lo seut to this
ahip to work our four new guna. Give ua our coal, snd
WO e ready to ack onthe offensive, but now weoam
only not on the defensive. Ten days mors aod [ will have
the material for asoul thriling letter, not so muok i
abyle sy in the faots it will contain,

. Fracame, April 10, 1382,
drrival of the Commesticid—Caplain Porter’s Fleck propar-

03 o open the Ball—Gineral Butlor to take the Rebels ool

the Punk—Tha Supporting Pleel of Vessels of War,do.

The Connsctiout arrived this sftornoon, aud, as her
mail olosos ub an early bour to-morrow moraing, [ must
draw my lptler to a clogo and oote briolly our movemsalyd
hore, 1% will not bo improper to state now Hiat a portien
of Porter's mortar toet will commense operailong te.
morrdw morning w4 soon as thay cea be towed e po’
‘#ition, The ball will opea siightly at frst.  Gaptnin Por-
tor hag overy coufidenca n tho Encosss Of Qs vossels,
and axpocts groat thiogs of them, Thero has & difiouily
‘arisen among some of the acting maslers commanding
‘#0mo of the achoonera, and I believo six will loave is the
Connecticut for tha North, They are chaiged with dise.
badibece of orders, and thoy disclalm any intention of
a0 dolog. As T am not Cully poated in the matter, T cofrale
al this time from moking any commenta,

The Mississtppl camo up to-day, aud now liss al anches
off our port bow. We have s wery formidable Sesh
bhers now, The Sachem (surveying sloamor) ar.
rivid hore to-day ; and, by the first of tho week, [ expecy
to see a hall A dozon of Buller's stoamers in this neigh
borbood, but not in the river,

I shiok all our pland are now mabured, and we will st
soon ; and a8 it will taks the C Liout about eight
days to gt bome, Tean seo no bharm {0 anpounciag the
tani that Gensral Butler will take o baod in the allfaic and
give tho rahals a Yackhanded biow. s
" Thrwasther (p boantiful and the lemparature is jusy
right to fight in. Twupposs to-morrow there wiil be a
groat doal of excitamant In the fleet, whon the hombard:
manl commenses, It is brus thal there aro not mang
veensls ordored Lo talo part la ik, It will Lo a kind of
mortar praciico, and [ suppose Lie rebal guuboals wilg
try and-drive tha morter vossels away; bat we will have
n nulicient forga to provont thia. The following vesseld
will e shore to keop off thoir small fry :—Onels, Hatha-
din, Eineo, Wisaahicken, Harriet Lano, Olikon, Weal.
fleld and Owasoo; and if Beocasity requires ik, we s
sead up four or five steam aloops-of-war,

You can now look out for stirring oews from this qear.
tor,  Ali bands are confident of our wucoess, and wang
Are anxious to open the grand silal.

The sahoouer Rachol Seaman is hace to-<day, all well o8
board. ’

The Prenol steam briz-of-war Milan, is stifl hovs. @
undersiaud that tho rebel commander at the fort smid
Jjuat na Captain Clows was leaviug:—You would do ug
the (avor 1:e1 Lo inform our antagoniats anything in rela.
tion to our pasition hare.” Te which Caplaln Clews re-
‘pliad:—=8ic, you do not know the lirst great principlea
of warfars " and afler biddiag bim good moruning, ke
left disgusted.

¢ Onran mwwﬁ-m.m‘

1 Muss vr ran Miemssre: Rives, April 10, 1843,

The Misivippi Bquadeow—TRe Srength of the Firtges
Arothur Avoownt of tha Reconnolsswoe—The Rebd Floshes
The Gununary from the Port~Our Adranos or Frckey
DPuly Fieet—Jhe Obelrrotions of the River—Capiain Be
Canp, de,, d¢.

Convinerd that the ablack up the river and the impers
tant nperations of the Mississippl expadition would b
perfornied by the fleet, " I came on board the [roquois en
tho 30th ulf., and am ad tho present writing alinost withis
rauge of the guns at Forts Jaockson and Bt. Phillip, the
{mmedlate poluts of attack. The squadrom ia the rives
womslels of over forty sail, s follows e
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J.mm ; bwenly-eight guie, Caplela
Steam ainop Misalssippl, sixtesn gurs, Captain M,
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ww.%; Exsoutive Oficor, Lisutenant [Francks

Stoam aloop Wﬁm.mam-

lips Lee; Exoculive i b
iroquois, uine guns, Commander Joba Be
mm',nlrul.ﬂnmy

mo.ném Wentfiold, 8ix guos, Captain William B

N Kbk, Wi g, Lnstessnk Oommintieh
o %

Guuboat Diools, fve guos, Liculensnt Commanding

(M{. :
finn w, five gung, Lisatensat Commanding
Nay h::‘l!grm.l Y
unboat Cliflon, five guds.
(ll»:umhx: ave gnas, Lisutenant Commanding
. H. well. 5
Gianbost Kenoebec, Ave guns, Lisutsasut Commanding
Jobn Ruges!],
vunbont Kangwha, (ive gans, Lisutenanl Commaading
L tatot Gaiota, six guar, Lisulsoant Commanding
an i s
Ndward Donaldson.
ﬂ".m}-llﬂlt I}i-‘ml. six guos, Lisuteuant Comumandiog
A. 1. Barrall,
Gunhost Owasco, ffe guns, Lisutorant Commanding
Jubm Guasl,

Gunboat Winona, four guns, Lisutenant Commandiag
Edward T, Nichols ; Executive Oficer, John G. Walkee,

Gunboat Wissalickon, five gura, Lisutensut Command-
ing Albert N. Smaith.

unboat Kineo, five guns, Lieutenaut Commandisg
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ﬂua#l Tlavriot Lans, six &anl, Lisutonant Command-
ing 1. M. Wainw » with Commander David D, Pore
1o, who has twenty-one schooners, “ Pop.
tor's moriar fleed,”’ each carryiog & heavy moriar and
two thirty vwo pound guns, f

‘I fleat thus far, sherefurs, conainte of forty-aix sail,
carrying two hundrod and eighty-8ix guns,and Lwenly-
ane mortars, the whole under command of Flag Ofleer
n. 8. Farragni—Henry H. Bell, Fiag Capialn. The first
obstacles %0 bo med by this formidable fiset,in ita ap,
proach o New Orleans, are the two forts Jackson and
8. Phillp, just above (us—ibe firsl on the wealern
the second on the oasiern bank of the river.
Both are atroug fortifleations, and will ne doubt
e ably defended, Completed under the wsupoe*
vigion of Geueral Peaurcgned, they were pronounced
years ago to ba eapable of ' beating off any navy in the
world,"  Fort 8¢ Philip commonds some three miles og
the river, exposing an nscending floct to a direct raking
fire fur'the distance of more than & mile. It I8 supported
by three or four batteries, and has in all sighty-Ave chan-
nal bearing guns, several of which are supposed to be oo
bondred pound rifles, of English manafacture. Ford
Jackson, upon the left slde of the river iu aacending, was
formerly concealed from view until a boat coming from
below was opponite, Lut the thickly wooded point hitherte
hiding it bhas bean cleared, mnd it now sppears in sight
ot a distance of about iwo and & ball miles, whers an
attackiag force oomes within range of ite shot, amds
soor: nfter, under the fire from 8L PhNlp. Fork Jackson,
wilh /ts flauking batieries, mounis ninely guns, sizless
heing 1t oasemate, and |s & very formidable work. Both
forts are hullt of brick, the dusi from which, ia osse of
good practice on the pars of eur moriar fleet,
rendor \ho defenders anyshing but camfortable in their
quariers.  Just below the two forts, stretched diagonally
acreas the river, supported by & rufi and seven vespels:
are saveral heavy chains whioh must in some manner bo
b of othorwise removed befors the forta can Do passed.
Tese chalng are slrongly protecied by earithworks sl
anch sud, beaidos belng direotly undor the fire of boik
forts, AV their western exiremity, whers they aro made
fast 1o an anchored rafi, & passage is lefy for the rebey
pr-nuanlm.nlllw::::l m:'r
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Troquote==of which mors anon—

which wiil render more Intelligible the dsfoucey of the
enemy at this point.

On Friday, the 28(h ult,, Commodore Farragut, with
the Kennsbea, Lisstenant Commanding John Russel,
made & reconpolssance to the puint below the forte (mea
{ioned sbowe and shown io the accompanying diagram),
Mwmnnm_uummmmuac.m
practiop’of the robels boing excsedingly accurate. Outof
soms forty of fifty shets fired, euly a very few bolag
other ¢han good lias stiots, and many of them falling ia
vosy clone proxiaity bo the Konnabeo, The fire was not

ravirded by uy, Commodors Farragud not winhing 43
| wre Wiy saeiny VLo sdosatagy of & know|gdgs of om



